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V1 FOREWORD

We shall tell it at length, thoroughly, in detail — for when did
a narrative seem too long or too short by reason of the actual time
or space it took up? We do not fear being called meticulous, in-
clining as we do to the view that only the exhaustive can be truly
interesting.

Not all in a minute, then, will the narrator be finished with the
story of our Hans. The seven days of a week will not suffice, no,
nor seven months either. Best not too soon make too plain how
much mortal time must pass over his head while he sits spun round
in his spell. Heaven forbid it should be seven years!

And now we begin.
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Foreword

THE sTorY of Hans Castorp, which we would here set forth, not
on his own account, for in him the reader will make acquaintance
with a simple-minded though pleasing young man, but for the
sake of the story itself, which seems to us highly worth telling —
though it must needs be borne in mind, in Hans Castorp’s behalf,
that it is his story, and not every story happens to everybody —
this story, we say, belongs to the long ago; is already, so to speak,
covered with historic mould, and unquestionably to be 1:presented
in the tense best suited to a narrative out of the depth of the past.

That should be no drawback to a story, but rather the reverse.
Since histories must be in the past, then the more past the better,
it would seem, for them in their character as histories, and for him,
the teller of them, rounding wizard of times gone by. With
this story, moreover, it stands as it does to-day with human beings,
not least among them writers of tales: it is far older than its vears;
its age may not be measured by length of days, nor the weight of
time on its head reckoned by the rising or setting of suns. In a
word, the degree of its antiquity has noways to do with the pas-
sage of time — in which statement the author intentionally touches
upon the strange and questionable double nature of that riddling
element.

But we would not wilfully obscure a plain matter. The exag-
gerated pastness of our narrative is due to its taking place before
the epoch when a certain crisis shattered its way through life and
consciousness and left a deep chasm behind. It takes place — or,
rather, deliberately to avoid the present tense, it took place, and
had taken place — in the long ago, in the old days, the days of the
world before the Great War, in the beginning of which so much
began that has scarcely yet left off beginning. Yes, it took place
before that; yet not so long before. Is not the pastness of the past
the profounder, the completer, the more legendary, the more im-
mediately before the present it falls? More than that, our storv
has, of its own nature, something of the legend about it now and
again.
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The Magic Mountain
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTE

The translator wishes to thank, in this place, a number of scholars,
authorities in the various special fields entered by The Magic
Mountain, without whose help the version in all humility here
offered to English readers, lame as it is, nTast have been more lack-
ing still. That they gave so generously is not to be interpreted
otherwise than as a tribute to a work of genius. But with all their
help, the great difficulty remained: the violet had to be cast intg
the crucible, the organic work of art to be remoulded in another
tongue. Shelley’s figure is perhaps not entirely apt here. Yet, since
in the creative act word and thought are indivisible, the task was
seen to be one before which artists would shrink and logical minds
recoil.

But of the author of The Magic Mountain it can be said in a
special sense that he has looked into the seeds of Time. It was in-
dispensable that we should read his book; intolerable that English
readers should be barred from a work whose spirit, whatever its
vehicle, 1s universal. It seemed better that an English version should
be done ill than not done at all.

H. T. L.-P.
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